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AGM — AGM — AGM...

This newsletter is primarily devoted to discussions of the arrangements
for the Annual General Meeting. It will be held on Sunday 28th May at BUSWELLS
HOTEL on Moleswvorth Street, publin 2, as it has been in the past. The hours of
the meeting will be from 2 M to 5 PM. There will alsoc be a regular meeting
that night at the Parliament Inn at the usual time of 7:30 P¥, without, how-
ever, any formal presentation. The Mey Journals shoula be availabls there.

The Agenda for the AGM shall) be as followa:

i.) Presentation and verificetion of Proxies (if any);

ii.) Reports by the Committee Members are included in this News-
letter with one notadble exception. The missing report will be
presented, and there will be a short question and answer period
if desired.

i13i.) Proposed admendments to the Counstitution shall be presented,
discussed, and voted upon. It is requested that anyone having
such proposals should mail them to the Secretary before the

{Continued on page 2)
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The entire contents of this Newasletter are copyright (¢) 1978 by the Irish
Science Piction Assoctation and/or the individual contributors and mey not be
reproduced in any form without the written permission of the Irish Science
Fiction psaociation or the contributor(a) concerned,
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=== Sunday 30th April: -

-=-= A8 Btatea in the last neweletier, ths April Keeting ie to be a de- -
~~= baté between the virtues of Science Fiction versus those of Fantasy. =--—
-=-= The exact motion of the debate has nodt yet been decided upon, but ——
-~= interestea participants should contact the Secretary at 1l Temple~  =w=
--= NOre AVs., Hathgar, [ublin 6 80 thal teams can be set up and a pre~ =-—-—
--= paratory meeting arranged. The April meeting will be held at 7:30 at ~-=

-=-- the Farliamunt Inn. ——
=== Sundey 28th May: i

-== Two meetings this month, both on the same day. The first will be at ==
~== Huawell's Hotel on Kolesworth Street, Dudblin 2; this will be the An- =--
~== nual Gensral Keeting, and will be for MEMBERS (NLY. At 7:30, there =-=
==~ will be tha ordinary meeting for May at the Parliament Inn. NO 8peC~ —=-=
== jal function will ocoour, but there should be thoughts about what the ==
=-== Calendar of Events ought to be for 1978-1979; talk it over with your —--
=== new Comuittes Members. Journals are expscted to be available at thig =--
~=w= pecond meeting. Non-membars will be welcome to the regular meeting, ===
--- g8 ip usual. —_—




ACE ~ AGCM = AGM... (Cocntinued froa page 1)

ACK 8o they can be typed up and distributed beforehand.

iv.) Recess to talk with the various candidates for -the Commitiee,
about their plans for 1978-1979.

v.) The election of the 1978-1979 Coamittes.

Parsons will not admitted to the AGM without an I.D. c¢ard, 8o if you
are missing yours, you should write to the Secretary, Paddy 0'Connell, at 1}
Tewplemore Ave., Rathgar, publinm 6. I,D., cards are in shori supply right now
8¢ hetll be sending you a postcard verifying your eligibility to attend.

a4lao enclosed with this Newsletter is & copy of the ISFA Constitution
as revised at the 1977 AGM, re-application forms, the reports of the Coomit-
tee, and proxy forms for those hewmbers not electing to attend.

If you wish to run for the Conmittee, or want someone elze to run, the
deadline for nominations is 10 PM, 30 april 1978, at the location of the
April meeting (Parliasient Inn). Jeconded nominations should be sent to the
Secretary by registered post, along with the writtean consent of the nominee.
Neminees ehould have enclosed s written discription of the policy aims he or
ghe intends to endorse should they be elected. Such a discription should be
short, ag it will be typed up and distributed at the AGH. Comments should
not be confined solely to criticism of previous Conxzittee Meambers or polic-
ies, and shoula not contain libellous statements.
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RECENT MEETINGS

Cur guest for the February meeting was Todd Johnson, son of pairon Anne
#cCaffrey. He apose to us on what life in a household supported by writing
is like. Todd tola ua that his own first interest {n SF came in 1964, whea he
was eighb. (3pacs Cat of the famous Space Cat Trilogy.) Although his mother
started publishing stories in 1953, Toda only belatedly realised what his
#um had to @ao with tre business.

Anne's first introduction to John ¥, Cambell came in 1966 with the
“Ship Who ¥ourned®, Yt was ha who encouraged her to expand "WeyrSearch® into
a novellette anda further into Dragonrider in 1967. This waes somewhat of &
turning peint in the household, for as we know, the McCaffrey Dragonseries
hae continued to grow in popularity and in complexity. Even with Dragonsong
Just released {ana over 220,000 coples sold in four conths)} another book ia
in tke typewriter already.

Other people have attezpted %o join on the bandwagon. Wrapping up the
series has proved to be a problem which many have offered to solve for her.
Cné idea from the outside was that another tapestry should be found, thisg
time of ola Farth. Aaaing in the temporal displacement, the trick would be
that insteaa of Otur Pendregon, it would be Utur Perndragon who fathered King
arthur. Ena of suggesticn.

Another incursion into the family's repose has been the problem of film
rights. Por reasons that need not be Bpecified these rights have become the
source of lucrative and annoying litigation, There is an Irish element in the
sroblez, a8 P & T helped i{n arranging this situation.

Tedd finished hia talk with a sobering sdmonition for prospective young
wvriters; the pay i{s often bad (Anne has been writing for over 25 years and
sti1l the economice are shaky) and the hard part isn't always to write ex-
zellent booke by the score. Popularity, rather, ia the key to success.

Nevdless to eay, we will be inviting both Todd and Anne to speak to us
again in the future. :

The March meeting was held in our new location, the Parliament Inn on
Parliament Street. Fossibly as a reault of our increasing publiecity, the
ueeting vwas very well attended. There were some growing pains ~~- a Bsall
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shortege ¢f chairs, less than perfect lighting, ate., but we have takon ateps
to continue to work en the location. There will be a fullsr report on this in
the Coanittee reperts in this answsletter,

cur speaker for the evening wsa Mr. Alun ilewellyn, who among his other.
talents is a good SF writer and e very engaging speaker. His presentation for
the evening was eantitled "Time (ut (Of Mindm. It is very difficult indesd to
give an adequate rendition of his talk here, but we?ll try to Bit the high
spots.

Time itgelf ar we.usually think of 1%, Mr. llewellyn pointed out, is
merely an illusion, a conetruction out of our own imaginations whkich bears no
relevance to the Galaxy, Univerge, or Cosmes. 3ince the whole of SF enguiry
is directed towarcs a sericus study of the growth of the human mind, ws often
try to see hov the different physical aituations off of Eerth could affact
human behavior and thus our own evolution; of course, we can snever really
know vhere this might lead our descendents.

As an exampls of our current evolutionary parochielism, Kr. llewellyn
told of a.puzzle: teke alx matches of functionally egqual length., Arrange then
without breaking to melks four equilateral triengles. We'll print a diagram of
the answer at the end of this Newsletter.

The trick to uncerstanding scientific investigation is to realiise that
almost everything we know ig & projection of reality onto our own limited
ability to understand things in two dicensions: witness teleacopes, photo-
graphs, micreoscopea, and tho imsge one eye receives. Lightspesd forces us to
admit that the very location, condition, and existende of the stars ia in
fact already history. Xr. Llewellyn revealed to us a very disturbing thought:
could there in fact be just gne galaxy, the others we ses being distorted or
delayed images of our previous locations and statea?

The concept of tims iisslf relates to that, for the apparent movement of
the varicus stars could only be esxplained %o early civilised man by cbaer-
ving the lgocatione of the atars during the year relative to the obaserver's
position. Thus the ysar and its multiples and aubdivisions were developed.
The concept of a right angle vas necessary for true civilisstion tc evolve;
this came from the sffect of the sun's shadow at local apparent noon, point-
a8 it would to the fixed ster Polaris. Froa this came ths concepi of ths four
aajor compasp points, alphadbets, snd the other treppings of civilissiioa.

Note that all this is illusory, based marsly upon ithe observer's point
of view. Yel from a primitive animal, mankind came to develop a highly soph-
isticated series of explenations for our own illusions. Kow if we had had
computera {n the very early days, and had lot them obaserve for us with an abe
sence of our avolutionary biases, the computer would heve told us that there
vas no one fixed star, no bowl of the heavens, and quite possibly that there
was ne particular cosmic significance to either ourselves or the apparent
notion of the firmament.

This explaina wan.

Prom the rule of thumb that even if something is nonsemse, it can be
used if it wvorks, we find many of our other conventional sbstractions like
beauty, love, and 8o on are glso of our own imaginations. It ins ocur job teo
give the abstraction of life itself a concrete workable definition. what kind
of race need we svolve to to reach this poirt? We only know that maybe ideas
and impossible fictions may become as real as tise.

Mr. Llewellyn concluded his talk with & tantalizing glimpse of what his
next to us may be.
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ADDITICNS TO THE LIBRARY (make corrections to your Booklists):

Asimov {IBnsac) Early Asimov Vols., 1 & 2
Ashley (Rike) 8P Choice 77
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anderson (Poud) ¥ar with the Wing Men

21ish {Jamaw) 3tar Trek 2

Fallen Ster
clarke {A, €.} Earthlight
grichton (Michael} Andromeda Strein
pick {P. X.} pr. Bloovdmoney -
#ainlein (Robert} The Unpleasant Profession of Jonathen Hoag
farrison (Harry) Nova 4

Year’s Best SF *72 {w/ Aldias)
Year's Beat SP No. 7 (w/Aldiss)
ILifeboat (w/ G, Dickson)

¥onight (pamon} Beyond Tomorrow
rackleworth (K., ¥.) Starflight 3000
Roberts (Keith} Kachines anc Men

¥ells (Angus)(Ed.} Best of Clifford Simak
whive {James)} Open Prieon

Correction: Members ahould seratch #{Cver 16's)" from their Grest Ralls of
Fire {Harry Harrison) on page 30. Any inadvsriant feilure at humour iz re-
grevied.

Recent donors: Penni Cambell, Brian Redmend, John ¥eCarthy, M. J. McCann
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Writers’ Con 1978

Some details of the 1978 Science Fiction writers' Comvention are now ave
ailable. 1t 18 going to be held in the Royal Karine Hotel in Dun Lsoghaire ob
23d-25th June.

We interviewsd Moira Harrigon about the prospective attendees, and she
tcld us that although most of ths publishers have elready signed up, the us-
usl gractice for writers is to walt until the last minute, Thus only a few
have actually 8tated their intentioms. These include James wWhits, Donald and
Nancy Wollheim, Gordon Dickeon, Alfred Bester, Jucith Blish (wife of the late
Juenes Blish)}, Robert Sheckley, John Brothnan, end our own Alun Llewellyn. Une
fortunately, Anne McCafirey won't be able to make it, oul rumor has it that
Harry Harrison will be thers.

¥oira atressed to us uvhat in fact, this conference is not considered to
‘oren to the ypueblic. lt is & meeting of professional writers and publighers,
who work togethar to try to coordinate the Supply and Demand for the trends
over the next few years. This is accomplished through organised discusasions
and talks ae well as less formal, though juet as thoroughly professional
Sroups.

Neverthelesa, there are some poassible ilems of intersat to the ISFA. The
ber in the Royal Marine is publie, of course {and we all know what that meang)
and pany publishers and the Alchemist's Head will have displays, presumably
in the lobby.

.- In the past, the publishers have slicited a very favourable respcuse ¢
thia type of conference. Needless to say, we of the ISFA wish Herry and his
coapatriots and collegues the best of pucless.
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CCNTIBUTCRS TC ISFA PUBLICATIORS IN THE YEAR 1977-1978:(Possibly incomplete-
let us know if we left you out by accident; alphabetical listing)

Kerry Brady David lLase : Paddy O'Connell
Tony Cafolla Bobby MeLaughlin " Arthur O'Duffy
Criostan Drew John McCarthy Prank Ruche
Michael Garaner Peter McEvoy Brendan Ryder
®. J. Coode Paul McVeigh Adrian Saith
Jiw Ivers Rita Meehan Anita ¥oous
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( Ooopal) 2

Robert lane ¢ Laoisheath Nic Mhathuna Pred ¥oods
Chris Q’'Connell
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COMMITTEE'S REPORTS:

LIBRARY CUSTODIAK®S REP(RT
The Library grows slowly as more and more members donate books. Some
changes were forced upon the Librarian owing to the aumber of books, viz.:
i. 4 selection only is available at meetings;
ii. A system of reserving booka, both by post, and at meecinss was
established;
iii. The levy of 10 p. per book wag waived if a donation of an SF
book (not already in the Library) iz made;
iv. The 50 p. levy (or 5 books donated) to joim the Library was
. dropped as an incentive to joln the Asscciation.
Looking foward to the future, the Librarian hopes to see a péraansnt home
for the Librarian in the Parliament Inn, and anegotiationa are preseatly in
progress.
Communicationa: Contact has been maintained through our publications
with:
4. North Down 8. F. Group;
i1, British Fantasy Jociety:
i1ii. Gersld Bishop of Aardvark House. The Librarian has initiated &
deal with Cereld Bishop, whereby a zmost comprehsnsive publica-
tion from Aardvark House is available %o members bi-monthly.
This makes ua the only association in Europe to publish this
first class book list at the present moment.
Contact has been initiated to the following:
1. British Science Fiction Aseoclation, through its chairman, Tom
Jones, who has promised us an exchange of publications and newe
1tens;
1i. grena, a magazine published by Geoff Rippington im Britaing
1ii. Locus, & very fine american fenzins.
iv, Cyclotron, a quarterly SP Writers' bulletin (Craham Poole, U.K.)
Book publishers have sent the occaasional books for review, the most regular
being Arrow Bocks and Granada publishera. In spite of many promiase, lots of
catalogues, etc., the majority of publishers to date ars slow to zend books
for review.
Librarian's financial statement 1978:

CREDIT DEBIT
Library Charges: June '77 £1.30 To Johu KcCerthy for £6.25
(10 p's./book} July 2.50 books purchased
Avg. 3.30 Banba Booke 1.20
Sept. 3.20 Stanps (in connection
oot/Nov. 1,80 with book reviewa, etc.) 2
Dec. © 1.950 fﬂgfgg

Jan. '8 2.80
Peb/Mar. 1.60

April ‘ ;. 0 XET CREDIT: £15.35
520155

Subscriptions (50 p's.) 2.00
Carried foward from °*77 #;:g
' 5.8

.80
May I finally thank all members for thsir interest and support in the

past year.
/8/ P. J§. Goode, ISFA Librarian
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: 3ICRETARY/TREASURER'S REPCRT:

Unfortunately, our accountant has fled to Zamdbia and the financial report
3 not yet available. It ie expected that it will be, howaver, at the AGM. But
m't worry---if he was using our funda, the conductor would have tossad him
=ff of the 41A on the way to the airport. .

~ZPCRT CF THE WRITER3' WCRKSHCP SUBC(XMITIRE:

In the seven months of our ¢xiatance we find we have adhered to most of
it.e seven points agreed to at our first meeting laat September 4th. These
points briefly being:

i. Futual writing...emall groups of people collaborating on oneé
story. Some of our members have tried this and seem to have gain-
ed some benefit from it. Cthers no longer speak to ane another. If
nothing else the results have bee¢n interesting. (Ed's. note-one of
the stories in the next 3targate is a coilaboration between John
McCarthy and arthur C'Duffy.)

41. Irish flavoured science fictior writing, i.e. the Irish Dimension.
As one of our members seexs to have an almoat inexhaustable fund
of astories set in drinking establishments with the characters im-
bibing freely, I feel that we have this point covered. On a more
serious note, a couple of our mezbers do ssem to be concentrating
on this point. We await the resultas with interest. (Ed‘'a. Note-
look out for P, J. Goode's story and the one already aluded to
above.)

i4i. Regular and open discussions on vriting problems. This is done
at almost every umeeting.

iv. Bringing along our work %to read aloud for criticisa. After an
initial canger of turning into a mutual admiration scciety, we
find we are now overcoming this problem and are now criticising
each other'a work quite freely.

¥. Seeking outaide help to solve tachnical problems. This is one
point we have not yet covered too successfully.

vi, It is compulsory to bring along something to read out. This has
been adhered to with a fair degree of success. Some people who ate
tended at first out of curiosity are now writing pretty well. Soms
of our memhers have been published in the recent issue of Stergats.

' An exception to this rule wag made for ISFA members who wighed %o
attend our meetings as we realised that they had a lot of other
commitzents (Ed's. note-thie group is not composed solely of ISFA
members,) however, thia has proved to be unnecessary as the Com-
mittee members who attend our meetings have proved to be among the
most prolific in the group.

vii. Anything goes. We decided that nothing written should be clasaed
as impossible,

our initia) response waa excellent and it was most gratifying to find
people writing some excelient short stories after a short period. After seven
zonths we have settleda down to the people seriously interested in writing,

During our seven wonths we had scme views on writing from Nick Emmet. ISFA
mezbers will remember his story which appeared in our own Stargate. Nick has
nad over fifty short stories published and many topical articles. He gave us
some useful tips on variqus aspects of putting a story together, with emphasis
on the "narrative voice®. We did not all agroe with his views, dut that is part
of being in the writers' Workshop. If we could not agree to disagree we would
never procuce anything. (me suggestion we all agreed would be moat useful wase
that all members were to bring along extra copies to be passed around. This is
aifficult to implement aa all members do not have acceas to typewritera and
skhotocopies are expensive. We are trying to work on this proble-. Suggeations
zratefully accepled. -



At the atart our meetings wsrs all hsld in Rathsmines, bui due to syeelf
noving to Clondalkin last (ctober, this- led fo difficulties over the Christ-
nas season., In the asar futurs, we hope to have a more stable proxises and be
mack again on an even ksel,

#oet of our work te date has been short stories, though some of our meme
berp have gons in at the deep end end are on full-length novels. Some stories
have bsen submitted to publishers and we await the results with great inter-
egt.

Stories published in the recent issue of Stargate which cams from the
Workshop's efforts were:

"gine and Thine" by John NcCarthy

nGenesis Revisited” by Rita Meshan.
John also produced some poetry, a talent few of us knew he possessesd. Ia the
noxt isnue of gtargate it ie planned that atories will appear by F. J, Goode,
John ¥cCarthy, Brendan Ryder, Jacob Struben, Rita Meehan, Arthur O'Duffy and
Lian Farrell.

The workshcp is keen on reader's criticism so don‘t just talk among
yourselves about the stories, sit down and arop us e line.

As usual all enquiries regarding the Workshop should be sent tao:

Anita Woods
19 Moorfield DPrive
Clondalkin, Co. Dublin.

/8/ Anita ¥Woods, Writera' Workshop
Subcommittee Chairmen

CHAIRMEN'S REP(RT3

As always, when asked to write a report I it down and chey the end of
my pen for a long while before my thoughts jugsle themselves into a present-
able order. Writing about the achievenents of the Committee over the past
year is s tall order which I shall try to fulfill by keeping to the point =3
nuch 2 possible. .

after the succens of the firat year (and mayve a couple of failurea} it
would have been easy for the Coumittee to 8it down on their laurels and leti
things ride. This did not happen bscause the second year was perhaps harder
than the first. The pressure had to be kept up because like theatrical pro-
ductions which hit downers on second nights, it would have besn easy to feel
deprasged by the anticlimex of the second year. Many of the membars who were
not aware of the newv look of the I3FA did not rejoin. As such 19771978 amem-
bership wvas disappointing but this did not aster us. There was work to be
done and the increase in Iinterest (in the ISFA) proves hov this pasd off. I
think I am fruthfully saying that for members who have etayed with us snd the
new membars amongst you, you have not been too dismtiafied, There have bsen
many improvements on year one and number three looks even brighter than the
past year.

continuing on from last year's chairmanship, I fould the Collegues who
I had worked with before were more than capadle in performing their respect~
ive duties, since we had g better idea of what wae involved in not only keep~
ing the organisation going but flourishing.

Paady O'Connell sa Secretary/Treasurer kept the primary wheels in motion
even though he was faced with atudy and important examinations.The Postal
Strike in Rathmines morting office did not help him at all! First of all, scme
poat was not being delivered to his house, ana al8o outgoing mail was getiing
the Italian treatment (i.e. helping to pollute Publin Bay), When we discovered
this problea, we dig our best to counteract it by printing again complete
lasues and remailing them in another district. Iuring the Blackrock area
atrike we did our best to deliver-all material by kana and/or followup by
phone call at our own expense. In the face of all obstacles, Paddy has coped
pore than adequately with this particularly thankless task.

1.



P, J. Goode ham dome Trojan work with the Library, whioh hae grown and
avolved at an enormous rate and has to be seen to te believed. The said Li-
wrary is mow so large that it cannot be carried to meeiinga as you are all
sware. P, J., has reorganised the system for usage. This hopefully will ex~
pand $hke attractiveness of the faciliiy and make the books available to cur
fellow members outside Dublin. P. J, hae every faith in the new system and
i8 core than capable of administering it.

¥ichsel Gardner, who had done a lot of fine work in the area of graphic
art and presentation found that his new job regquirea so much of his time
that ke was unable to fulfill his cuties for the I3PA, and so withdrew his
services. John kcCarthy and I did our best to look after these areas but
greatly misseq Michael's enthugissm and professional knowledge. I don't
think he would be too aisappointed by our achievemenis. Indeed, John himself
bas now taken over full control of both ocur publications.

Bobby Mclaughlin wee also a grest source of enthusiasm and good humour.
She wvas instrumental in setting up this year's calendar of events and also
attracting new end lapsed meaberahips. Unfortunately for us, Bobby had also
to retire from office owing tg job committwents which took her aebvroaa with
2 aegree of regularity. which handicapped her effectiveness in the latter
part of the year. She haz, however, promisea t¢ drop by and cheer us up occ~
asionally.

Rita Meehan very kindly joined us during the year as a ¢o~optied member
and assuzed many of Bobby's responsibilities. We must thank her for the in-
crease in zeaia publicity as she was responsidle for the Evening Press and
In Dublin articles which have appeared recently. As a result of these there
liag been an unprecidented increase in outside interest in the Association.

what can I aay about John McCarthy that you den't slready know? (I
kave to be nice because he's going to do the typing!) A8 you will notice
later tn this Newsletter, I have haa to relinguish my position in the Com-
mittee and John hes essused the chairmanship. It has been a pleasure to be
agsochated with and to work with him over the past year and I am sure that
he will prove more than effective in the chair.

Trose of you have kept your eyes open will knowv that there have besn
inprovements in both of our publications. wWe have tried to aim at & more
professional style even though the preparatory work has more than doudled,
our sefforts haeve been rewarded to some extent by the wonderful increass in
peaber participation. Pecple are coming out of their closets!, and sending
.in zaterial for publication. This £8 fantastic! But we weould like even more
support in thia area. If there is sufficient response in the creative slots
of short stories, illustrations, reviews, and articles or letters of praise
or concesnation, then maybe (and I do say maybe) the Journal could be expand=
ed to three issues per year. By the way, extra copies of Stargate are now
grinted for sale in Ms. Cambell‘*s Emporius and other interested shops and i%
i3 hoped that revenue from this will help improve the imags of both the
Journal and the Association.

Finally, ve seem to have found the ideal location for our meetings. Pin-
gers crossed, the Parliament Inn will help to gel the Association into an
even stronger body and we ausgt thank John McCarthy for his Herculanean
efforts in the fnitial and subsequent searches for a permanent hoae.

It only remains for ze to wish my ex-collegues on the Comumittes, you
the mexcbers and the Irish Science Fiction Associetion all the best for the
future. I will be continuing sy membership asnd contributing if I can dut ay
new job will take up more and more of my time as I assume responsibilities
ia the office. NHowever, judging by the vigour, the ISFA ie going to march
greeaily foward and become & force to be reckoned with. You never know, you
might even get your Newsletters on time!!!

/8/ Robert Lane, Former Chairman of
ths ISFA
8-



After Robert+*s handliing of the internal workings of the Association,
there 1s little left for me Lo do except to amplify sowe of his points.

With regard to external publicity and activities pursued by the Committes
over the past year, we had two articles in the Bvening Press and one write-
up in In Dublin whioch was linked with the Alchemist's Heaa. We also were in-
vited 1o participate in the Science & Technology Exhibition at the RDS in
November. This was run mainly dy Paddy 0fConnell, who sacrificed a good bit
of his year's leave %o atitend; other mesbers alsoc helped in the week-long
exhibition. Several members vere attracted directly or indirectly as a result
of these activities. Alsc to promote both local and country memdership, vs
placed display advertisements in the Limerick Ieader, the Conmnaught Tribdune,
In Dublin, and Hiberniz.

With respect to publications; I belleve that Robert was correct in saying
that the quality has increased markedly since May last. He neglected to say,
however, that he used a great deal of his own holidays in the preparation ef
the gtargate which was issued in February. I think it iz indicative of how
sucocessful thie magazine has become when one considers that lees than two
months later snough material was assembled to permit publication {with seme
luck) by the day of the AGH.

I would be remiss §{f 1 weren't to tell you that a great deal of work goes
into preparing publications; but this work is not confined aclely to the
typiats and printers. You of the Mexmberehip have yourselves to thank for the
doubtleanly increasing quality and volume of ocur material. To a large extent,
this hLas been a bootatrap operation of formidable dimensions, but I don't per-
sonally believe that a Plateau haz yet been reached. Keep your contridbutions
flowing iu.

one awkwvard point during the year was the search for suitable facilities
for the ISPA. It is cexrtainly true that the Palcon Inn was becoming rather
crowded as attendsnce sosred; thia was one of ths reasons we gsought a new
headcguartera. The Ken of Aren ssemed to be adequate, but ita unfortunate loc-
ation handicapped its value to the ISPA.

The ultimate solution reachag wag the Parliament Imn, which I think we
have been very lucky in acgquiring as a heme. The details of the arrengement
are a8 follows: in return for the uss of the room over the next year, we will
rodecorate the room oursslves (under the guidance of P, J. Goode, who does.the
sume thing every day anyway. Talk about the busman's holiday!). There are
certain other subsidiary arrangements which are 8till undergoing negotiation,
but they gererally hinge upon tha type of imprusaion we nake on Mr. Frark
Hyland, the Proprietor. Thus it ia important to the Asscciation that our con-
auct be exeaplary in all respects, and that we avoid pushing hia unwarrantedly
into hurried and thus possibly unsatiasfactory arrangements. A fuller report
will have to wait until events evolve.

Pinally, it muat be admitted on behalf of the Comzittes that though 1971-
1978 waw a very gocd year for the I3PA, there hgve been mistakes and there ig
rooa for improvement. No one should try to deny that, With your continued fine
support, the Committee for 1978-1979 should be able to make the ISFA an even
more satisfying year for every member,

/8/ John kcCarthy, Chairman

PROPOSED CONSTITUTION ADMENDMENTS BY THE COMMITTEE:

i.) Ada to Article 17: "Howsver, inuividuals auast have been a wember of the
I18FA for at least two months preceding & General Festing.® The Conmittee
believe that it is essential that participants have encugh time tc become deep~
ly avare of the problems which have occured in the past,

11.) Article 20 (entirely reviged): “The first order of business at a Ceneral
Meeting shall be the presentation and verification of proxieas. The total am-
ount of proxies outstanding shall then be announced to the meeting at large.
Votese may be given personally or by proxy; in the event of a vote by count of
hand, if the sum of the number of minority votes caat plus the number of prox-
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re8 prgsented uxcedes or equals the nusber of majority votss cast, a poll shall
automatically result. Therefore a count of hend votsas must bs annocunced.” It
13 felt that this is a necessary and zppropriate expansion of the current Arte
icle 20, and it is our intention to followv this proceedure at the 1978 ACK.
i14.) Articlo 24 (entirely revised): "No member shall be eligible for momber-
skip on the Coumittee unlesa such member has besn a member in good standing at
least through the calencar year preceeding the date of the AGM, except when
there is a unanimous poll vote in favour of extending special qualification

to & zembor who might not meet this criteria.” The Committee fecls that it may
prove in the interest of the ISFA to be abls to co-opt or have run a person
vho may not qualify under the current rules if he hes 'some spscial guelifica-
tions to cortribute which make him worthy of the honor.

iv.) article 26: befors (e), change "&«nd" to "or'.

FARAREANAA AN SRS AR RN RAACERRECE R D RARFRHAARAAARNERAIRRZAAEIERENA R AARRERRNEARRGEE

OTHER NEWS OF INTEREST

FZE CHANGES FCR MEMBERSRIP:

It is hereby anncunced that in eccordance with Article 4{c)} of the Con-
atitution that meabers joining the ISPA for the firat time after 30th Novem-
ber of any year rveed only pay £3.00 for menbership through 3lat Hay of tha
then-current zexbership year. Feamily membership of & full year's duration will
cost EG.OU per year, both for new and reneved memberships, and f£4.00 for fem-
{lies joining the ISPA for the firat time after 30th Noveamber of any year.

There will be no change in the current £5.00 fee for nev or resnewal anem-
berahips for non~family memberahips for a full year.

CFNMITTEE CEANGE:

Robert Lane has unfortuantely resigned his position of Chairman of the
I3PA becausa he felt that certain criticlszs directed at his efforts tended to
interfere with the absolute dedication required by this office.

John ¥cCarthy has been selected by the Committes as the replacement (ale
though he admita that it*ll be hard to fill Robert's shoea} and will serve
through the AGM.

The Coczittee wish to thank Robert for his long dedication to both the
sririt of the ISFA as well ag to the more mundane tasks of ruaning the Assov-
fation. Without a doubt, save for his work and selflsss dedication, the ISFA
woulad be no where near as successful as it has proven to be.

MEMBERSHIP? DRIVE AND CCNTE3T

In a nove to increase the mempbership of the ISPA, the Cozmittee heredby
annpunce that any mescbsr who can rascruit five {(5) new members between now and
the end of July will receive a refund of this year's membership fee. Committee
neabers are not eligible for this offer. (After all, it's their job...)

Also, anyone who vishes to may enter a poster for the same purpose. You
shoula design and pluce them yourselves, and bring thea to the August mesting,
where they will be judged on two criteria: artiatic wmerit and the gquaniity of
nev members 8o attracted, so you should tell psople on the poster to say who
you are when they apply. Meabers 80 attracted may be counted toward the refund-
for~five mentionea above.

Winners of the contest will receive a specially inascrided copy of some-
thing or other, I don't knowv what, but we'll find something.

SECORD3S AND TAPES

David Lass has reported that three new racords/tapes of well-known SF
end fantasy works ars now available from Caedon. They include Issac Asimov’s
"The Mayors® (Stock Kumber CDL 51527), The Bsnquet Soene from Frank Herbert's
fune (S.N. CDL 51555), and "Gvilans® Karp and Intracoa® by U, LeGuin (8, N,
CDL 51556) All cost £4.75 in London; we've also heard rumors that Pennit might
have something similar in @tock, but this haasn't been confirmed.

10.




IRISH FILM THEATER SP KINI-SEASON :

The Irish Film Theater located on Earlsfort Terrace has announced plans
for showing five SF films in mid-June. They will be:
METRCP(LIS (Director: Fritz Lang; Germany 1926) 19 June 6 PK/8:30 PK
SILENT RUNNING (Director: D. Trumbull; USA 1971) 20 June 6 PN/8:30 PM
SCLARIS {Directors; Andrei Tartovsky: USSR 1972)21-2% June 5 FN/8 PK
SLAUGHTERE CUSR-FIVE (Director: G.R. Hill; USA *72)26 June 6 PK/6:30 PM
FCRBIN PROJECT {Director: J. Sargent; USA 1969) 27 June & PK/8:30 PM
To attend these shows you have to be a membsr of the IFT or a guest of a
member (and only one guest is alloved per memder). lnterested wembers of the
ISPA wvho are not already of the IFT ahould contact:
The Irish Pilm Theater
8t. Stephen'e Greaen House
Barlsfort Terrace
Dublin 2
(Tel. 764207)
for more information. (nly people over 18 are alloved in, 1t is thought.

SRR R RSN R R AN R ARG RN A RER AR AN ERARE DR ARR AR EARASRRARNARARARRERESSARIARARNRRS

LETTER FPRCH A MEMBER
Dear sir;

1t has been some time since I have written, but here again are ay words of
visdon, 1 was glad to get my issue of 3targate and have just finished it. So
what did I think of it? As always, Robert's short introduction vas po dis-
aproinment. I have proamised myself to read some of the short stories and
poens again, I didn't fancy any of the books mentioned im the book reviews,
no reflection on you guys. Cver-all I like my copy {(you've all done very
well). Perhaps some day in the far future I will get the nerve to submit
sopething for consideration, I will not be up to any meetings in the neer
future, howvever I look foward to getting the newsletters, Fity they are not
monthly. 5

This short letter may not be puch in the way of "response” to your work cn
Stargate, etc. However, your work is appreciated, keep up the good work,
fellasl Yours truly,

/8/ Peter KcEvoy

Portlaoise, Co. Laoim

HERRERRARDRRR AR AURGAAD AR AR DR AARLERAAAR AR ERERARE AR IR RRESRRSARHORNARANNARER RO AR
HERE 18 THB_AQSHBR T0 MR. LLEWELLYN'S FUZZLE ON PACE 3: %
:

7 . . Wy

Bquilateral triangle
'BCD lies flat om the
table top. Point A

is equidistant from
points B, C, & D.

Tabletop

SRS R AR RIS AR R RAI RN IR AR RSN S EARRNRANR OB O RN SR ER AN AN BEBEN AR BN AR RN DR WIS

All enquiries ragsrﬁing the 13FA should be addressed to the Secretary,
Paddy 0'Connell, 11 Templemore Ave, Rathgar, Dublin 6,
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CONSTITUTION OF THE

Ry!

2

3

RISH SCIENCE FICTION ASSOCIATION,

. The name of the organization shall be "The Irish Science Pictiom
Association™ herein after referred to es the ISFA,

. The ISFA shall be administered by a committee herein after referred
to as the Comnittes,

. The I8FA is a2 non-party-political, non-gsectarian group having as
ite main aims ane objectives:
{a) To fatilitate the enjoyaent of SF and its rslated genrse, among
its members j ¥
{») To increase ihe awarensas and status of sciencs fiction in the’
country.

{c) The provision of a Kewsletter every two montha.

{d) The provision of a twice yearly magazine to which members are
encouraged to contribute,

{(e) The provision of an SF lending library,

{f) 1he provisicn of regular nembers' meetings and where possible

to invite gueat speakers to address the members on Yopics
relating to sciencs fieticn.

{g) Any ctrer activity acceptable to the Coumittee conducivae to the
furtherance of the main aims and objects of the ISFA.

MEMBERS
4. (2} Any person wishing to becons a member of the 1SFA shall. apply

to the Secrstary in writing and shall, as a condition of
membership, accept the aims snd objects of the organization.

(b} ¥o person unaer the age of eightesn years shall be acmitted to
cembership without the written agreement of a parent or guardian.

{¢) Every meaber shall pay an annual sukscripticn of an amount which
shall be fixed by tha Cozmitteas.

(d) Mempership of the ISFA shall run from June 1lst to May 31st each
year. Therefcrs if a person joins in May/June or any month
therevafter (up to March 31st), membership will be due for
renewal on the following June lai. Where possible new membera
shall be iasued with copies of all of -that year’s publications
back-iasues. Those who join the 1SFPA between April lst and May
31s& shall have full membership up to the following June 12
months.

GENERAL MEETINGS
5. The ISFA shell in each year hold a General Meeting of members as its

Annual General Meeting and not more than twelve (12) months ghall
elapse between the date of one Annual Geaeral Meeting and that of the
next. The Annual Coneral Meeling shall be held at such time and

place as the Committee shall aproint.

6. All Ceneral HMeetinga other than the Annual General Meeting shall be

called Extraordinary Gereral Meetings,

7. An Extraorainary General Feeling may be convened by the Committee

or by written request to the Secretmry, of twenty (20) members of the
ISFA.

8. An Annual General NMeeting, Extraordinary Ceneral Meeting and :

a meeting called for the passing of a apecial resolution shall be
called by at least 21 days notice in writing to those entitled to
receive such notice, specifying the place, aay and hour of meeting,
anc the gereral nature of the business.
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PROCEDURE AT GENERAL KEEXINGS

S« No business shall be transacted at any Gensral Meeting unless a
quorum of tan (10} members be pressnt.

10. The Chairmaen of the ISFA shall preside at any General Neeting of
the ISFA, or, if he iz unwilling teo ecit, or is not preaent, the
Committee shall elect one of their number to be Chairman of the
meeting. If a Committce member is wnwilling to act the mepbera
present shall choose one of their number to be chairman,

11. The Chairman way, with the consent of any meeting at which a
guorum i3 present, adjourn the meeting from iime to time and
place to place providing always thet no businsse rot already
foroing part of the agenda of the meeting so agjourned be
discussed at the re-convened meeting.

12. At any Ceneral Meeting, a resolution put to the voie ©of the
meeting shall be decided on a show of hkands unlsss a poll is
demanded:

(a) by the Chariman

{b) by at least one (1) member present in person or by rroxy, and,
in the case of 2 poll, the Chairman shall appoint Tellers,
neminated by those present at the meeting from among their
nuxber,

13. fesolutione shall be dscided by a aimple majority vote, and
rgcorded in a book of minuies which shall be kept by the Secrsisry.

14. whers $here is an equality of votes, the Chairman of a meetling
shall bo entitled to & second or casting vote.

15. The grnual General Meeting shall consider Accounta, Reporés from

the Committes, Electigu of Coamittes members and Appeintment of
Auditors. All other business shall be deexad special buginess.

16. Alterstions to this constitution shall be effected only by a
Speciel Resolution of e General KMeeting,

VITES OF MEMBERS

17. Every member of the I8FA shall have one vole.

18. No member of the ISFA shall be entitled to vete at any Cenersl
Meeting unless all monies imzsdiately payable by him to the 138Fa
have been paid.

19. No objection to the gqualification of any voter shall be made
except ab the meeting at which the vote is being cast. Ihs
Crairman of the mseting shall decide finally and conclusively
on the validity of the chjection subject to a two-thirds (2/3)
majority vote of those mepbers present.

20. Votes may be given either personally or by proxy.

21. An instrument appointing a proxy shall be in the following form
or as near thereto as circumstances permit ard 3hall be sent with
a1l noticea of Gensral Keetings to those entitled to receive such
notices:

13.



» THE IRISH SCIBNCE FICTICGH ASSOCIATIQ

I’ DI I PSSPV IOPOCINOAGOIOrt O RTsOeidrar
of Sesrevsussssmecsesdorcrsvesssravey
being a member of the ISFA, hereby
aPPOoInt sevecocecrrscccsnccsscscosva,
{being a mamber of the I13Fa),

of PO D OPG O T OPNOICSPIACIOPLIIPIECGEINIOIBRELIBROIOSSR
or failing him ..scecvcvcvsccsscascss
{being a member of the ISFA) as my
proxy to vote for me on my behalf at
the (Annual or Bxtraordinary, as the
case may be) Ceneral Meetirng to be
held on the ...day Of sevoeeoss 19..4
and at any sdajournment thereof.

Signed this ...d87 OF seveaveey 190

e 0 etL0ensbreerersertorinstscassBObO N

Thie form is to be used ® in favour
of /ageinat the resolution(s}. Unless
otherwise instructed, the proxy will
vote aa he thinka fit.

#+ gtrike out whichever is not desired *

22. The inatrument appointing the proxy shall be deemed to confer
authority to demand or join in demanding =z poll.

THE CMMITTEE

23. Nobt more thun six (6) members of the ISPA shall be elected esither
by personel vote or by proxy at the Annual Generai Mesting of the
13PA

24. No member of less than tvelve (12) wonths’ standing shall be
eligible for election to the commitiee of the ISFA.

25. The Committee shall keep minutes cf all weetings. A record shall
be kept of (a) all appointaments of officers made by the Comzittee
(b) of the names of those present at each meeting and {c) of all .
resolutions and proceedings at each meeting.

DISQUALIFICATION OF COMRITTEE MEMBERS

26. The office of Conzittee Member shall be vacated if the mezmber
(a) Resigna hias office in writing, (b) is convicted of an
indictable offence, unless the Committes ctherwise deterasine,
{c) is adjudged Benkrupt, (4) over a period of tize and for no
epecified reason fails to carry out the duties agreed to on
membership of the Cozmittee and (e} behaves in a zanner
dotrimental to the sims anu objects of the ISFA.

27. A Committee member shall vacate him office undsr (b), (c}, (d),
and {e) above on a majority decision of the Committee requesting
him, in writing, te d&o sp, and conveyed to him by the Jecrelary,
and he shall have the right of appeal to an Extraordimary General
Meeting of the ISFA called under Section 7 of this Constitution.

POWERS OF CQMMIITEE

28. The Committee may, at its descretion, co-opl on a majority
decision not more than four (4} persons to iis membership - to
gerve until the following AGK. Those co-opted shall have no
voting powsr within the Ccanmittee.



25.

30.

31.

32.

33.
34.

35.

36.

7.

8.

The Committee may, at its descretionm, appoint {sudject to the
personts or persens' agreement) subcommittess for apscific
purposes. Any such subcomnitiees shall coantinus in office until
digsolved by the Committee, and shall confors to any regulationa
that may be imsposed on it by the Committes and may co-opt to its
own menberahip subject to the aprroval of the Coumittee.
Subcoznittess 8o formed ghall keep records of ell businean
transactsd and shall submit reperts %o the Committee for
presentation to the Annual General Meeting.

The chairman shall be, and a Coomittee wmember may be, ex officio,
a mezper of any aubcommittee formed under section 29 sbove.

The Comnittes nay meet together to conduct business, adjourn,
and otherwise regulate their meet ings &3 they think fit.
Questions arising at any meeting shall be decided by amajority
vote of those present. Where there is an equality of votes

the Creiruan of the meeting shall have o second or casting vote.

Trhe quorum nscessery for the transaction of business of the
Coumittes shall be no less than three (3).

A8 soon as posgible after each 4nnual CGeneral Meeting, the
Conmpittes Bhall aeet ana shall elect from its number a
Chairman who will be the Chairman of the I3Fa.

The Chairman, or his appointee, shall be chairman of all meetings
of the Cozmittee,

A% the meeting at which the Committee shall elect the Chairman
they shall also appoint from their nuxzber a Jecretsry, Pinancial
Centroller, Lidbrarian end other such offices ss thsy deen
desirasble. The Cowmitlee may likewlse rsmove ths persons so
appointed from such office.

The Chairsan, Secretary and Financial Controller shall serve for
one year and the Librarian for iwo years and all four shall be
sliginle for re-election to the Committee on the expiry of %their
effices. All other Commpittee members, including those vho may
have been co-opted, shall retire after being in office for one
year but shall be eligibls for re-~elsction.

The Committee shall cause proper books of account to be kept
relating to (a) all sume of money received ane expendsd by the
ISFA and the matters in respect of which ths receipt and
exzenaiture takes place; (b} all sales and purchases of goods by
the ISFA; (c) the asoetas and lisbilities of the 1SFA.

{a) Accesa to all records of all coamittees, subcomaittes, AGMs
and ECM3 of the ISFA shall be evailable ouly to aembers of
the Coznittee, who ghkall treat such records as wholly
confioential. (For the purposes of this article "records"
ghall be taken to mean all correspondence, minutes of
Coxmittee meetinge and any document in the pomsesaion of
copeittoes or subcommittees of the ISFA whether writtem or
recorded electronically or by any other means.)

~ (b} A finenclal statement ahall be printed in every second

issue of the Koewsletter,

w1



39. The Ccmmittese may, at its discretion, however, and within the
tounda of confidentielity, determine the conditions and
regulations under which the accounts, books ana recorda of the
1SFA shall be open to insvection of members not befng committee
nexbers or to non-members.

40. The Committee skall cause tc be laid before the Annual General
Veeting of the ISPA all profit anc losa accounts, balance
sheets, group accounts and reporta.

41, A copy of every balance sheat, raeport, etcetera as im Ssction
40 above ahall be sent not less than twenty-one (21} days before
the cate of the Annual Ceneral ¥eeting to every member entitled
to receive such,

42. The auditor shtall be a qualified accountant.reguested by the
Committee, on bekall of the members of the Association, to
certify the accounts of the Association.

43. Hotice of every Ceneral Meetirng shall be given (a) to every
moober entitled to roceive such notice and (b) to the Auditor.
No othur perscn shall be entitled to receive notices of General
Meetinga.

44. The Committee amy refuse $o accept an application for Membership.

45. Honorary Life Hembership of the I1SFA shell be offered subject to
the approval of the majority of the members present at an AGH.

46. Tre Library shall bde adsinistered by the Librarian sudject to his
discretion and within the approval of the Comxmittse.

-
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